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INTRODUCTION
Purpose
The requirements for the registration of aircraft and nationality and registration markings are
found in CAR REG Chapters 1 and 2, which should be referred to. This CAP GEN 02 provides
information and the CAA-B policy regarding the acceptable method of applying for the
registration of an aircraft in The Bahamas.
Eligibility for Registration
The following are qualified to hold ownership of an aircraft registered in The Bahamas:

The Government of The Bahamas;

A Bahamian citizen ;

an individual citizen of another State who is lawfully admitted for permanent residence in
The Bahamas;

a corporation lawfully organised and doing business under the laws of The Bahamas; or

a privately operated aircraft owned by an individual citizen or a corporation of another
State only at the discretion of the Director General.

Bahamian registered aircraft may be operated under any of the following type of operations:

Commercially under CAR OPS 1 - Commercial Air Transportation - Aeroplanes (Air
Operator Certificate);

Privately under CAR OPS 2A (Aeroplane) or CAR OPS 2H (Helicopter) for General Aviation;

Commercially under CAR OPS 3 - Commercial Air Transportation - Helicopters (Operator
Certificate);

Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) under CAR OPS 4;

Aerial work activities under CAR AWK; or

Commercially under a foreign AOC utilising an ICAO 83bis Agreement.
Electronic Signatures on CAA-B Forms
Operators/organisations shall normally be required to provide electronic signatures on CAA-B
Forms using commercially available applications. For those operators who cannot use this

method of providing an electronic signature, the hardcopy original of any scanned or copied
form must be submitted to the CAA-B in person or by mail.
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REGISTRATION PROCESS
General

For the registration process of an aircraft in The Bahamas to commence refer to the Checklist in
Appendix 1. Please do not send original documents, except for the proof of ownership (please
see Appendix 1 point 7), as copies of the originals are sufficient to be sent to the CAA-B.

The registered owner or operator should nominate a representative to be the main point of
contact throughout the process. Owners, or their nominated representatives, are therefore
advised that if the aircraft does not meet certification standards then the registration exercise
cannot be continued. Refer to CAP AIR 01 | Certificate of Airworthiness for additional
information.

TYPE CERTIFICATE ACCEPTANCE
General

A type certificate and associated type certificate data sheet issued by EASA, FAA or Transport
Canada would normally be acceptable to the CAA-B.

In practice this means that the CAA-B will accept any aircraft from any of the above National
Aviation Authorities (NAA) without the aircraft having to undergo any modifications to revert it
to the certification standard of the State of Design. Refer to CAP AIR 02 | Airworthiness and
Maintenance for additional information.

Acceptance of ANAC TC

The CAA-B will also accept an aircraft that has been Type Certificated by Agéncia Nacional de
Aviacdo Civil (ANAC) of Brazil provided the aircraft type has previously had a Type Certificate
issued by EASA, FAA or Transport Canada (TCCA).

Some aircraft Type Certificated by ANAC, as opposed to EASA, FAA or TCCA will have been
registered in parts of the world where the continuing airworthiness regulatory requirements may
not be internationally recognised.

This situation could lead to an aircraft having continuing airworthiness records that are therefore
not traceable to a standard such as EASA, FAA or TCCA would require and would not be
acceptable to CAA-B.

It is likely that some of these aircraft will enter the second hand market. For one of these aircraft
to be accepted by CAA-B on to Bahamian Register, and subsequently issued with a Certificate of
Airworthiness the Aircraft Maintenance History, including the Modification and Repair
Certification Standard, will need to be properly investigated, and the certification basis for each
design change established to meet CAR 21 Chapter 3 by the prospective applicant prior to any
application being made to the CAA-B. Reference should be made to CAP AIR 02 Section 2 for
further guidance.
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REGISTRATION MARKS

General

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

The nationality mark for The Bahamas is "C6" and the registration marks shall normally be
three (3) letters, numbers, or a combination of letters and numbers although up to four
(4) figures may be requested.

The marks shall be painted on the aircraft or shall be affixed by any other means ensuring
a similar degree of permanence.

The letters must be without ornamentation and a hyphen must be placed between the
nationality mark and the registration mark. For the side lettering a slope of not more than
30 degrees is acceptable.

Note: If the registration marks are not legible when viewed from a distance of 150
metres (500 ft) then shading or borders to enhance the legibility is permissible in
line with international best practice.

The nationality and registration marks must be displayed to the best advantage, taking
into consideration the constructional features of the aircraft and must always be kept
clean and visible. The ‘best’ advantage is the best advantage of an external viewer either
on the ground or in another aircraft.

The letters constituting each group of marks must be of equal height and they, and the
hyphen, must be of a single colour which must clearly contrast with the background on
which they appear. The following notes give guidance and an idea of the general
principles involved on suitable colour schemes:

(1) Dark lettering against a light background is preferred but light lettering on a dark
background is acceptable.

(2) Ideally the background should be of uniform colour and have a gloss finish, and
lettering should be matt. However, if light lettering is used, this should be gloss

while the background should be matt.

(3) Recommended colours for registration letters include: black, dark blue, dark
green, dark red and dark purple.

(4) Recommended background colours include: white, yellow, light blue (but not with
dark blue letters), light green (not with dark green) and pink (not with red).

(5) Intermediate colours such as orange, brown and grey should be avoided for either
lettering or background.

Adhesive decal type markings are considered to be temporary markings and permanent
markings applied within six months or 500 Flight hours whichever occurs first.
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Position and Size of Marking

(a)

Position and size of marks

(1)

(2)

Horizontal surfaces of the wings:

(i)

(i)

On aircraft having a fixed wing surface, the marks must appear on the
lower surface of the wing structure, and must be located on the left half of
the lower surface of the wing structure unless they extend across the
whole of the lower surface of the wing structure. So far as is possible, the
marks must be located equidistant from the leading and trailing edges of
the wings. The tops of the letters and numbers must be toward the leading
edge of the wing.

The height of the letters must be at least 50 cm, provided that if the wings
are not large enough for the marks to be 50 centimetres in height, marks of
the greatest height practicable in the circumstances must be displayed.

Fuselage (or equivalent structure) and vertical tail surfaces

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

The marks must also appear either:

(A) On each side of the fuselage (or equivalent structure), and must, in
the case of fixed wing aircraft, be located between the wings and
the horizontal tail surface; or

(B) On the vertical tail surfaces.

When located on a single vertical tail surface, the marks must appear on
both sides. When located on multi-vertical tail surfaces the marks must
appear on the outboard sides of the outer surfaces. Subject to sub-
paragraphs (iv) and (v) below, the height of the letters constituting each
group of marks must be at least 30 centimetres.

If one of the surfaces authorised for displaying the required marks is large
enough for those marks to be 30 centimetres in height (whilst complying
with sub-paragraph (v) below) and the other is not, marks of 30
centimetres in height must be placed on the largest authorised surface.

If neither surface is large enough for marks of 30 centimetres in height
(whilst complying with sub-paragraph (v) below), marks of the greatest
height practicable in the circumstances must be displayed on the larger of
the two surfaces.

The marks on the vertical tail surfaces must be such as to leave a margin of
at least 5 centimetres along each side of the vertical tail surface.
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(vi) On rotary wing aircraft where owing to the structure of the aircraft the
greatest height practicable for the marks on the sides of the fuselage (or
equivalent structure) is less than 30 centimetres the marks must also
appear on the lower surface of the fuselage as close to the line of
symmetry as is practicable and must be placed with the tops of the letters
towards the nose. The height of the letters constituting each group of
marks must be at least 50 centimetres provided that if the lower surface of
the fuselage is not large enough for the marks to be of 50 centimetres in
height, marks of the greatest height practicable in the circumstances must
be displayed.

(vii)  If a heavier-than-air aircraft does not possess parts corresponding to those
mentioned above, the marks must appear in a manner such that the
aircraft can be identified readily.

Width, spacing and thickness of marks

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

For the purposes of this section 'a standard letter' must mean any letter other
than the letters |, M and W.

The width of each standard character (except the letter | and the number 1) and
the length of the hyphen between the nationality mark and the registration mark
must be two-thirds of the height of a character.

The characters and hyphens must be formed by solid lines and must be of a colour
contrasting clearly with the background. The thickness of the lines must be one-
sixth of the height of a character.

The width of the letters M and W must be neither less than two-thirds of their
height nor more than their height.

The width of the letter | must be one-sixth of the height of the letters forming the
marks.

Each character, including hyphens, must be separated from that which it
immediately precedes or follows by a space of not less than % of a character
width. Each such space must be equal to every other such space within the marks.

The letters and numbers in each separate group of marks must be of equal height.

(i) Wings. The height of the marks on the wings of heavier-than-air aircraft
must be at least 50 centimetres.

(ii) Fuselage (or equivalent structure) and vertical tail surfaces. The height of
the marks on the fuselage (or equivalent structure) and on the vertical tail
surfaces of heavier-than-air aircraft must be at least 30 centimetres.

(iii) Special cases. If a heavier-than-air aircraft does not possess parts
corresponding to those mentioned in (i) and (ii) above, the measurements
of the marks must be such that the aircraft can be identified readily.
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4.3 Transfer of Registration Marks
(a) Registration marks may be reassigned at the request of the owner by coordinating with
the CAA-B the transition between de-registration and re-registration in order minimize
downtime.

(b) The registration marks of aircraft involved in a total-loss accident shall not be re-used.

The registered owner must send a request to CAA-B by completing Form REG 014 | Change of
Aircraft Details and submit supporting documents as outlined on Appendix 1 of the form.

5. IDENTIFICATION PLATE
An aircraft must carry an identification plate inscribed with its nationality and registration mark.

The plate must be made of fireproof metal or other fireproof material of suitable physical
properties and must be secured to the aircraft in a prominent position near the main entrance.

6. DE-REGISTRATION OF AIRCRAFT

When transferring an aircraft registration to another State the applicant (owner or owner’s
representative) must inform the CAA-B by submitting Form REG 03 | Application for De-
registration.

7. CERTIFICATE HOLDER’S RESPONSIBILITY
7.1 Change in Ownership Details

If a person acquires or disposes of a propriety interest in a Bahamian registered aircraft, the
holder of the certificate of registration must prior to the date of the acquisition, send to the CAA-
B a notice by completing Form REG 014 | Change of Aircraft Details and submitting supporting
documents as outlined on the Appendix 1 of such form.

Note: The C of R will be revoked if an application has not been submitted by the new owner at
the date indicated in the notice.

7.2 Lost, Stolen, Destroyed or Permanently Withdrawn from Service
If a Bahamian registered aircraft is lost, stolen, destroyed or permanently withdrawn from use,
the holder of the certificate of registration must, within 14 days after becoming aware of the
loss, theft, destruction or withdrawal, send a written notice of the loss, theft, destruction or
withdrawal to the CAA-B.

8. CAA-B FOLLOW UP

8.1 Unsafe Activities

Should it come to the attention of the CAA-B that a General Aviation operator has experienced
frequent maintenance issues or SAFA findings affecting flight safety, the Director General may
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invite the operator to provide supporting documentation addressing those issues.

If the operator does not address those issues in a satisfactory manner within a specified time
frame, the Director General may request the operator to “show cause” why the aircraft should
remain on the Bahamian Registry. Should the operator wish to invite the CAA-B to their
operating base or aircraft all costs will be at the expense of the operator.

lllegal or Inappropriate Activities

The CAA-B is committed to compliance with the applicable export control regulations established
by the various regulatory bodies and nations in which it and its clients operate.

This commitment extends to promoting strict compliance by its clients and potential clients on a
continuous basis with all applicable export control laws and regulations, including, but not
limited to, those of the United States, European Union Member States and United Nation
members.

Accordingly, the CAA-B has adopted a new compliance and due diligence policy (the “Export
Control Policy”) to;

(a) ensure more efficient and accurate screening and compliance with international export
control regimes, anti-money laundering, anti-terrorist activities, sanctions and block
countries list, entities or individuals, and any other high-risk activities, and

(b) prevent entities from circumventing the export control compliance through
misrepresentations and fraud.

Specifically, the CAA-B will actively identify, report and seek to prevent the circumvention of any
imposed restrictions on any goods and services to sanctioned or high-risk jurisdictions by its
clients or prospective clients. The CAA-B will report any violation(s) to the associated law
enforcement agencies and handle all potential violations swiftly in accordance with applicable
laws.
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APPENDIX 1

CHECKLIST FOR REGISTERING AN AIRCRAFT IN THE BAHAMAS

No.

Item

Completed

ITEM

S REQUIRED TO ENABLE THE REGISTRATION PROCESS TO COMMENCE

Applicants may request out-of-sequence registration mark after prefix C6-
followed by three (3) letters, numbers, or a combination of letters and
numbers, free of charge.

Notification of availability for the desired registration mark should be received
prior to completing forms for registration.

Form REG 08 - Application for an ICAO Mode-S Code.

On receipt of this form the CAA-B will issue an ICAO Mode-S Code for C6
registration.

FORM REG 01 - Application for Registration of Private aircraft (DG Discretion)

This application must be signed by the aircraft owner, if an individual,
company director or authorised representative holding a power of attorney.

For aircraft owned by a foreign company, a certificate of incorporation or
equivalent document and a list of company directors not older than 3 months.

For aircraft owned by a foreign individual, a copy of their passport will be
required.

For aircraft owned by a Bahamian company or an individual, the aircraft
must be imported and customs must be cleared.

A Power of Attorney/Evidence of Authority

If the application will be signed by a representative on behalf of the aircraft
owner.

If the aircraft owner choose to nominate an entity to be the Operator, a
certificate of incorporation or equivalent document will be required.

Fees and Charges

The invoice presented in accordance with the current Scheme of Fees shall be
paid at the time of application.

GEN 02
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ITEMS REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION

Proof of Ownership (Bill of Sale)

The CAA-B will check for all transactions, so if there is more than one bill of

8. | sale all must be sent.
When the aircraft owner is the same as that stated for the de-registration, a
bill of sale is not required.
De-registration or Certificate of Non-Registration
If the aircraft has been previously registered in another State, the CAA-B must
receive from the previous State of Registry, confirmation of that last aircraft
owner. This can be in the form of the de-registration or a separate
notification.

9.
If the aircraft is new and has not been previously registered in another State,
then a statement of non-registration is required from the State of
Manufacturer.
The CAA-B must receive notification directly from the previous State of
Registry via email.

10. | Form REG 09 - Application for Registration of a Mortgage, if applicable

GEN 02

10

25 March 2021



